
MOTORCYCLE 
GROUP RIDING

TIP: Always have a full 
tank of gas and arrive at 
least 15 minutes early 

for any group ride.
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Everyone should know the route, what the planned stops are and what to 
do if a rider gets separated from the group. Everyone should also know 
who the leader is and who the sweep is.

Meet with the Group Before the Ride

Leader
Sets the pace and knows the entire route—usually one of the most 
experienced riders in the group. The group leader is also responsible for 
keeping the pack from rubber banding. The leader should be in the left 
1/3 of the lane.

Sweep
Brings up the rear, watches out for riders in need of assistance and is 
responsible for protecting the group from behind. The sweep should also 
be one of the more seasoned riders in the group.
Hand Signals
Knowing and using the basic motorcycling hand signals is essential to 
creating a safe group riding environment.

TIP: When leading a group try to maintain a steady speed - use your cruise 
control when possible. 

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-hand-signals-chart/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwiBcnHDslc


HAND SIGNALS

TIP: Pass hand 
signals back to 
t h e r i d e r s 
behind you.



Getting passed or Passing Another Rider

Passing for a group of motorcycles requires an individual approach. On a 
two-lane highway, as each rider comes upon the vehicle the group is passing 
individually, each rider should evaluate the traffic from the opposite direction 
and pass only when safe. Do not blindly follow the rider ahead of you. 
On a four-lane highway, once the lead rider starts to pass a vehicle the 
sweep rider may move out into the passing lane if clear to provide cover for 
the other motorcycles in the group to enter the lane. Each rider is still 
responsible for evaluating when it is safe to merge. 
  

In either situation, once you have passed the vehicle, make sure you’ve left 
enough room behind you for the next motorcycle in your group. 
If a vehicle passes your group and ends up trying to slip in between riders, 
do not try to close them out. Give the vehicle enough space for everyone’s 
safety.
TIP: On a two lane road, the leader should hold the passing (on coming 
lane) as long as it is safe to do so. 
This allows the other riders in your group to know there is no on coming 
traffic.

TIP: No passing within the same lane.



Group Riding Etiquette
Proper staggered formation provides everyone with a clear space in front 
of them and to their side. With this approach, you have enough time to 
react to the rider directly ahead of you and enough space to the side if 
you must swerve around road debris, without affecting riders to your side.

Lost or Missing Rider
The pre-ride meeting should establish what happens if someone goes 
missing or gets separated. The sweep rider is responsible for supporting 
any rider who drops from the pack.
TIP: Keep groups to a manageable size; ideally 5-7 riders.

TIP: Ride in a standard staggered formation unless signaled to do otherwise. 
Keep the formation as tight as you are comfortable with.



Motorcycle Safety Foundation

https://msf-usa.org/

https://msf-usa.org/


TIP: Ride your own ride - trust your own judgement - only you are 
responsible for your own safety - do not take unnecessary risks to stay with 
the group.

Motorcycle Safety Foundation



Each state is unique when it comes to motorcycle laws—from helmet use 
to lane filtering (splitting). You’re probably already aware of most of your 
own state’s requirements. But if your group ride rolls into another state, 
you’ll want to familiarize yourself with their local rules.

Know Local Laws

AZ Lane Filtering
Lane Filtering in AZ is legal: SB1273 went into effect Sept 24, 2022. 
Motorcycles can only filter when the posted speed is 45 mph or less, 
the road must have two or more adjacent lanes in the same direction. 
Lane filtering can only be done between stopped vehicles and motorcycle 
speed must not exceed 15 mph. Arizona Revised Statutes 28-903 F

https://www.abateofaz.org/chapters/southern-arizona

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/state-by-state-guide-to-motorcycle-laws/
https://www.abateofaz.org/chapters/southern-arizona


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iu6el4J6ApI




Counter-steering
Deliberate counter-steering is essential for safe motorcycle riding

It works by applying pressure on the handlebars in the opposite direction, you wish to turn!  This in NOT intuitive.

Consciously applying this counter steering force is the key to leaning further and more confidently in corners. Call 
it power steering for motorcycles. It builds confidence, knowing that a mere push on the inside handlebar is all it 
takes if you find yourself going wide in a turn.

Practice the technique very gently at first, until you get a feel for the effect your inputs have on the bike. You also 
have to become comfortable leaning the bike over further, which is key to your confidence level.
 
Try it on a curvy road at a relatively slow speed. Enter the curve wide and then push gently on the inside grip and 
you will be amazed at how the bike will lean over and carve a tighter radius toward the apex of the curve.

On marked roads there are posted speed limits and yellow signs with arrows that indicate the general shape of 
the turn and a suggested speed.

If there isn’t a sign or suggested speed, it means no reduction from the posted speed limit is suggested.

Curve speeds are calculated by civil engineers, based on road camber, curve radius and road conditions.

Some roads are marked more conservatively than others, but a given road is usually marked consistently, from 
curve to curve. 

Just being able to take a curve at a posted speed should be your first step.



Counter Steering - Push left, go left. Push right, go right.

(PUSH RIGHT)

(PUSH LEFT)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjLVwTGt2Ds


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODaAhHgtM7w


SUMMARY
Group riding is more difficult than riding alone. You do have 
responsibilities to the other riders.   

Everyone needs to take responsibility to be prepared for a 
group ride. The road captain and sweep are your guides 
not your guardian angels. 

Lane filtering is new to AZ - be informed even if you don’t 
plan on utilizing this safety measure. 

Slow movement particularly in corners, parking lots etc. is 
one of the most difficult things to do well. (PRACTICE)


